
Second Christian Church of Kittery - U.C.C. 

Worship with Holy Communion at Fort Foster 

July 12, 2026 - 10:00 AM 

Welcome one and all! 

Remember: No matter who you are, no matter who you love, 

no matter where you are on life’s journey, you’re always welcome here! 

( * You are invited to stand as you are able) 

WE GATHER 

Gathering Music​ We're All In This Thing Together​ Old Crow Medicine Show 

Welcome & Announcements​ ​  

Centering Music​ Make You Feel My Love​ Bob Dylan 

Call to Community †​ (Church of Scotland) 

​ One: God of creation, of rain and soil, of seed and growth, 

​ ​ Many: We gather in your presence, from different places, with different expectations. 

​ Some of us are ready to receive, some are unsure, some are simply present. 

​ ​ Meet us here, we pray, and speak your word among us. 

* Hymn​ Down By the Riverside​ STUDY WAR NO MORE 

* Gathering Prayer † 

God of abundance,​
we give thanks for the gifts that sustain us –​
for water and food, for growth and renewal,​
for the quiet work of your Spirit in our lives. 

We give thanks for signs of hope, for unexpected beginnings,​
for moments of change and possibility.​

Receive our thanks and praise in this moment,  

and deepen our awareness of your constant presence among us. Amen, 

* Response​ ​ Hirst/Effenberger​
Glory to you, creating One! 

Glory to you, redeeming Son! 
Glory to you, O Spirit, come! 

Meet us now, make us one, glory to you, O God! 

Special Music​ Seapoint​ Woodsmith and Anick 
 

†  Some of this morning’s liturgy is adapted for our use from The Church of Scotland Weekly Worship © 2026. Permission granted.



WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

A Prayer before the Scripture Reading​ ​ Tirabassi 

God of creation, you write your signature with stars, and your stories in wind, 

and you whisper in the sacred texts of all your children. 

Help us experience this scripture so that it changes how we walk among others, 

not quoting verses at them, but just living differently because of the word of God. Amen, 

The Scripture​ Isaiah 55:10-13, Matthew 13:1-9 

The Message​ “Seeds of Hope”​  

WE RESPOND 

The Sharing of Joys and Concerns​ ​   

The Prayers of the People 

The Prayer of Our Savior​ ​  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kindom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kindom, and the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen, 

Invitation to Generosity 

Special Music​  Land on the Shore​ Traditional 

* Response​ ​  

* Dedication of Gifts † 

Generous God, receive the gifts we offer and the promises we make. 

Magnify them to bless our community and world. 

May they reflect our gratitude for your beloved community and trust in your kindom. 

Amen, 

WE GATHER AT THE TABLE 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion​ ​​  

​ The Invitation 

​ The Great Thanksgiving ‡  

​ ​ Let us pray: God be with you. And also with you. 

​ ​ Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to God. 

​ ​ Let us give thanks to God Most High. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

​ ​ It is right and a good and glorious thing, always and every way to give you thanks… 

 



​ The Words of Institution 

​ We Bless the Elements​  ​​  ​  

​ We Share the Elements 

​ We Give Thanks​ ​​  

WE GO OUT 

* Hymn ​ I’m Gonna Sit at the Welcome Table​ WELCOME TABLE 

* A Blessing​  

Music for Going Out​ If I Had a Hammer​ Peter, Paul, and Mary 

 

Welcome to Worship! 

You have been greeted this morning by Lois Marshall and Mark Fecteau. 
Diane and Robert McDonough are our Ushers, and Kathryn Varney is our Liturgist. 

We are delighted to welcome Celia Woodsmith and Jason Anick to worship today! 

Celia is a GRAMMY-nominated vocalist, songwriter, and percussionist, who creates a “blend of 

Americana, blues, bluegrass, and folk.” Jason has earned a reputation among string players as an 

imaginative improviser, versatile composer, and insightful educator. They’ve both shared their 

incredible gifts with us before, but this is the first time this local duo has teamed up for us! 

Second Christian Church of Kittery - UCC 
An Open and Affirming Congregation 

33 Government St., Kittery, ME  03904 

207-439-3903        church@2ccucc.org 

Rev. Brad Hirst, Pastor   ●   Mike Effenberger, Music Director   ●   Charles Donnell, Treasurer 

Welcoming…   Learning…   Going Out… 

The Week Ahead: 

​ Monday, July 13:​  
​ 6:30pm​ Seacoast Gay Men 

​ Tuesday, July 14:​  
​ 7:00pm​ Maryland State Boychoir in Concert 
​ ​ Making a return trip to Kittery, this premier boys choir will ​
​ ​ perform in our sanctuary. 

​ Wednesday, July 15:​  

​ 10:00am​ AA​  
​ 1:00pm​ Prayer Team via Zoom 

​ Friday, July 17:​  
​ 9:00am​ Breakfast with Brad at Kasha’s Kitchen 

​ Sunday, July 19: 
​ 10:00am​ Worship for the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 



Down by the Riverside 

Gonna lay down my sword and shield,​
down by the riverside,​
down by the riverside,​
down by the riverside;​

gonna lay down my sword and shield,​
down by the riverside,​

gonna study war no more. 

Response: 

I ain't gonna study war no more,​
ain't gonna study war no more,​
ain't gonna study war no more,​
ain't gonna study war no more,​
ain't gonna study war no more,​
ain't gonna study war no more. 

Gonna lay down my burden,​
down by the riverside,​
down by the riverside,​
down by the riverside;​

gonna lay down my burden, 

down by the riverside,​
gonna study war no more. 

[Response] 
STUDY WAR NO MORE 

WORDS and MUSIC: African-American spiritual 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
‡ Adapted from “Prayers of Our Hearts”  

©1991 Vienna Cobb Anderson. Posted on BeliefNet.com

I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table 

 I'm gonna eat at the welcome table,​
I'm going to eat at the welcome table, Allelu.​

I'm gonna eat at the welcome table,​
I'm gonna eat at the welcome table, Allelu. 

I'm gonna eat and drink with my Jesus,​
I'm gonna eat and drink with my Jesus, Allelu.​

I'm gonna eat and drink with my Jesus,​
I'm gonna eat and drink with my Jesus, Allelu. 

I'm gonna join with sisters, brothers,​
I'm gonna join with sisters, brothers, Allelu.​

I'm gonna join with sisters, brothers,​
I'm gonna join with sisters, brothers, Allelu. 

Here all the world will find a welcome,​
Here all the world will find a welcome, Allelu.​

Here all the world will find a welcome,​
Here all the world will find a welcome, Allelu. 

We're gonna feast on milk and honey,​
We're gonna feast on milk and honey, Allelu.​

We're gonna feast on milk and honey,​
We're gonna feast on milk and honey, Allelu. 

WELCOME TABLE 
WORDS: African-American spiritual, alt. 

MUSIC: African-American spiritual; arr. Carl Ditson, alt. 
Arr. © 1980 G. Schirmer, Inc. 
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