
Second Christian Church of Kittery - U.C.C. 
Worship for the Second Sunday after Epiphany 

January 18, 2026 - 10:00 AM 

 
Welcome one and all! 

Remember: No matter who you are, no matter who you love, 
no matter where you are on life’s journey, you’re always welcome here! 

 

( * You are invited to stand as you are able) 

WE GATHER 

Gathering Music​  

Welcome & Announcements​ ​  

Centering Music​  

Call to Community †​ (Isaiah 49:1,6-7) 

​ One: Listen to me, O Coastlands; pay attention, you people from far away! 

​ ​ Many: God called us before we were born;  

​ ​ we were named by God while in our mother’s womb. 

​ God made our mouths like sharp swords; in the shadow of God’s hand, we were hidden. 

​ ​ God made us a polished arrow; in God’s quiver, we were hidden away. 

​ I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth. 

​ ​ Kings shall see and stand up; princes shall prostrate themselves,  

​ ​ because of God, who is faithful, the Holy One has chosen you. 

* Hymn #284​ Gather Us In​ GATHER US IN 

* Gathering Prayer †​ ​  

Knitter of our bones and namer of our being, 

we invite you to encompass us with your spirit. 

Everything we desire can be found in you. 

You desire wholeness for us and in us so now we draw nigh  

to receive from you and to share in you. Amen, 

* Response​ ​ Hirst/Effenberger​
Glory to you, creating One! 

Glory to you, redeeming Son! 

Glory to you, O Spirit, come! 

Meet us now, make us one, glory to you, O God! 

Special Music​ Shine On Me​ Spiritual, arr. Effenberger 
​ The Second Christian Choir  

 



WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

A Prayer before the Scripture Reading​ ​ (Mary Luti) 

Spirit of the Living God, turn on the light of truth 

and wake up our hearts by the Word we now declare and ponder. 

In ancient pages let us find fresh life, fresh hope, and fresh courage 

for witness in your world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen, 

The Scripture​ Isaiah 49:1-7; John 1:29-42 

The Message​ “What Are You Looking For?” 

WE RESPOND 

We Share our Joys and Concerns​    
The Prayers of the People 
The Prayer of Our Savior​ ​  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kindom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kindom, and the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen, 
Invitation to Generosity 

Special Music​  

* Response ††​ ​ ST. ANNE 

Praise God who calls us to arise and journey through the night, 

who by a star still gleaming guides the way to Christ our Light! 

* Dedication of Gifts † 

Creator of heaven and earth, receive these offerings from our hearts and our hands. 

May they be used to bring heaven to earth and justice to all people. Amen, 

WE GO OUT 

* Hymn #339​ Just as I Am, Without One Plea​ WOODWORTH 

* A Blessing 

* Response ​ Let Your Little Light Shine †††​  Trad. Georgia Sea Island Spiritual 

Let your little light shine, shine, shine. Let your little light shine, all night long, 

'Cause there might be someone down in the valley tryin' to get home. 

It might be me or it might be you, it might be a brother or a sister too, 

but you know there's someone down in the valley tryin' to get home. So... 

Music for Going Out 

​  

† Some of this morning’s liturgy is adapted for our use from UCC Worship Ways © 2025. Permission granted. 

†† From Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow, Stillspeaking Writers Group, © 2024, United Church of Christ. 

 ††† Let Your Little Light Shine, arr. Pamela Warrick-Smith, © 2002, GIA Publications, Inc. 



Welcome to Worship! 

You have been greeted this morning by Diane and Rob McDonough. 
 Our Ushers are Rob and Kathryn Varney, and Lois Marshall is our Liturgist. 

The flowers this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
Susan Baran Donnell by the Baran and Donnell families. 

Please be sure to join us downstairs following worship 
for a time of refreshment and fellowship! 

CALL TO MEETING: 
In accordance with the Constitution and Bylaws of 

Second Christian Congregational United Church of Christ, 
the Semiannual Meeting of said body will be convened  

following worship next Sunday, January 25, 2026. 
 

The purpose of this meeting will be to elect 
Officers and Ministry Team Liaisons for the upcoming year, 

hear updates from Officers, Ministry Team Liaisons, and other church 
bodies, and to conduct other such business as might properly come before 

the membership of this church. 
Covenant and Associate Covenant Members are strongly encouraged to attend. 

Friends and Guests are always welcome! 
 
 

Who we say we are… 

 
Second Christian Congregational United Church of Christ 

is a God-centered, Christ-formed, Spirit-led, 
Open and Affirming gathering of God's People. 

​ It is our mission:  
To welcome all people into our community of faith, 

To learn together the cost and joy of discipleship, and 
To go out into the world to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ, 

 

The Christmas Fund 

We welcome your gifts for The Christmas Fund this month. The Christmas Fund has been caring for 
active and retired clergy and lay employees of our United Church of Christ for over 100 years, 
providing emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health premiums, and Christmas 
“Thank You” gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees. Our congregation and its 
members have blessed The Christmas Fund with their generosity for many years. This year, your care 
and compassion will be especially appreciated by servants of the church who are facing a time of 
need. The QR Code below will take you to our website where you can make a safe and secure 
donation. Thank you in advance for your generosity! 



 

Second Christian Church of Kittery - UCC 
An Open and Affirming Congregation 

33 Government St., Kittery, ME  03904 

207-439-3903        church@2ccucc.org 

Rev. Brad Hirst, Pastor   ●   Mike Effenberger, Music Director   ●   Charles Donnell, Treasurer 

Welcoming…   Learning…   Going Out… 

 

 

 

The Week Ahead: 

​ Monday, January 19:​ Martin Luther King, Jr. Day! 
​ 8:30am​ Seacoast NAACP - Annual MLK Breakfast 
​ 10:00am​ Speakers and Music - South Church (UU) 
​ ​ 292 State St., Portsmouth 
​ 6:00pm​ Seacoast Gay Men 

​ Tuesday, January 20:​  
​ 4:00 pm​ As the Page Turns… Book Group - All are Welcome! 
​ ​ This month’s book is Remarkably Bright Creatures  
​ ​ by Shelby Van Pelt. ​  

​ Wednesday, January 21:​  

​ 10:00am​ AA 

​ 6:30pm​ Choir Rehearsal 

​ Thursday, January 22:​  

​ 2:00pm​ Prayer Time - via Zoom 

​ Friday, January 23:​  

​ 9:00am​ Breakfast with Brad at Kasha’s Kitchen 

​ Saturday, January 24:​  

​ 10:00am​ York Association Annual Meeting 
​ ​ First Congregational UCC - Eliot 
​ ​ All are welcome! 

​ Sunday, January 25:​  

​ 10:00am​ Worship for the Third Sunday after Epiphany 

​ 11:20am​ Semiannual Meeting (see notice)  

 

  



Gather Us In 

Here in this place, 

the new light is streaming, 

shadows of doubt are vanished away. 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings, 

brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; 

gather us in; our spirits inflame. 

Call to us now, and we shall awaken; 

we shall arise at the sound of our name.  

 

We are the young - our lives are a mystery, 

we are the old, who yearn for your face. 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 

called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in - the rich and the haughty; 

gather us in - the proud and the strong; 

give us a heart so meek and so lowly; 

give us the courage to enter the song. 

 

Here we receive new life in the waters; 

here we receive the bread of new birth; 

here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 

call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion; 

give us to eat the bread that is you;  

nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 

lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 

Not just in buildings, small and confining, 

not in some heaven, light years away, 

here in this place the new light is shining; 

now is God present, and now is the day. 

Gather us in and hold us forever; 

gather us in and make us your own; 

gather us in, all peoples together, 

fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 

 

Just as I Am, Without One Plea 

Just as I am, without one plea,​
but that thy love was giv’n for me,​

and that thou bidd'st me come to thee,​
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am, and waiting not​
to rid my soul of one dark blot,​

to thee, whose love 

can cleanse each spot,​
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

​
Just as I am, though tossed about​

with many a conflict, many a doubt,​
fightings and fears within, without,​

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.​
 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive,​
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;​

because thy promise I believe,​
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
WOODWORTH 

WORDS: Charlotte Elliott, 1835 
MUSIC: William B. Bradbury, 1849 
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GATHER US IN 
WORDS and MUSIC: Marty Haugen, 1981 
©1982 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 


