Second Christian Church of Kittery - U.C.C.
Second Sunday Jazz
for the First Sunday after Epiphany
January 11, 2026 - 10:00 AM

Welcome one and all!
Remember: No matter who you are, no matter who you love,
no matter where you are on life’s journey, you’re always welcome here!

( * You are invited to stand as you are able)

WE GATHER
Gathering Music A Child is Born Thad Jones
Welcome & Announcements
Centering Music Three and One Thad Jones

Call to Community '
One: Come, you who are weary, you who have been bruised by life,
you whose flame has flickered in the winds of the world.
All: We come, longing to be renewed.
The Holy One who stretches out the heavens is stretching us now—
stretching our hearts toward courage, our hands toward compassion,
our lives toward gentle justice.
We open ourselves to be stretched into new life.
A voice from heaven says to us, as it said to Jesus:
You are my beloved. This Spirit rests upon us, too.
We are God’s Beloved, called to bring gentle justice.
Come, let us remember who we are.
Let us worship God with joy.
* Hymn #176 Sing of God Made Manifest SALZBURG

* Gathering Prayer '
Holy One, Breath of Creation, you stretched out the heavens and set the earth dancing with life.
You whispered belovedness over Jesus rising from the Jordan,
and your Spirit rested upon him like a gentle dove. Rest your Spirit upon us now.
Stretch our hearts where they have grown tight.
Soften the places that have been hardened by fear or disappointment.
Wake the embers of joy that still glow beneath the ash.
Remind us again that we are your Beloved, not because of what we have done,
but because of who you are and the love that holds us.
As we gather at the water today, let us remember who we are,
and who we are becoming together— a people of compassion, courage, and gentle justice.
In the name of Christ, the One who shows us how to be human, we pray. Amen,



* Response Hirst/Effenberger
Glory to you, creating One! Glory to you, redeeming Son!
Glory to you, O Spirit, come! Meet us now, make us one, glory to you, O God!

Special Music Fingers Thad Jones
WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

A Prayer before the Scripture Reading (Mary Luti)
Spirit of the Living God, turn on the light of truth
and wake up our hearts by the Word we now declare and ponder.
In ancient pages let us find fresh life, fresh hope, and fresh courage
for witness in your world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen,

The Scripture Isaiah 42:1-9; Matthew 3:13-17
The Message “Stretched into New Life”
Renewal of Baptismal Covenant (see insert)

WE RESPOND

We Share our Joys and Concerns

The Prayers of the People

The Prayer of Our Savior

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kindom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kindom, and the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen,

Invitation to Generosity

Special Music Let's let’s Thad Jones
* Response (hymnal #317) Amen African American
* Dedication of Gifts '
God, we pray you will bless the gifts that have been given today,
and the promises that have been made, that you will use them, and us,
for the in-breaking of your love, and the building of your kindom. Amen,

WE GO OUT
* Hymn #365 Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters BEECH SPRING
* A Blessing
* Response Let Your Little Light Shine ' Trad. Georgia Sea Island Spiritual

Let your little light shine, shine, shine. Let your little light shine, all night long,
‘Cause there might be someone down in the valley tryin' to get home.
It might be me or it might be you, it might be a brother or a sister too,
but you know there's someone down in the valley tryin' to get home. So...

Music for Going Out Tiger Lily Thad Jones



We are so pleased to welcome back our Second Sunday Jazz Quartet with
Mike Effenberger on piano, Andrew Fogliano on saxophone,
Rob Gerry on bass, and Jim Rudolf on drums.

Today they are treating us to some of the work of Thaddeus Joseph Jones (1923 — 1986).

Thad Jones was an American jazz trumpeter, composer and bandleader who has been called "one of
the all-time greatest jazz trumpet soloists". Born in Pontiac, Michigan, to Henry and Olivia Jones, into a
musical family of 10 (an older brother was pianist Hank Jones and a younger brother was drummer
Elvin Jones), Thad was a self-taught musician. He began performing professionally at the age of 16 and
served in the U.S. Army bands during World War Il. One of his most beloved works is “A Child Is Born”.

CALL TO MEETING:

In accordance with the Constitution and Bylaws of
Second Christian Congregational United Church of Christ,
the Semiannual Meeting of said body will be convened
following worship on Sunday, January 25, 2026.

The purpose of this meeting will be to elect
Officers and Ministry Team Liaisons for the upcoming year,
hear updates from Officers, Ministry Team Liaisons, and other church
bodies, and to conduct other such business as might properly come before
the membership of this church.
Covenant and Associate Members are strongly encouraged to attend.
Friends and Guests are welcome!

Who we say we are...

Second Christian Congregational United Church of Christ
is a God-centered, Christ-formed, Spirit-led,
Open and Affirming gathering of God's People.
It is our mission:
To welcome all people into our community of faith,
To learn together the cost and joy of discipleship, and
To go out into the world to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ,




Welcome to Worship!
You have been greeted this morning by Lois Marshall and Mark Fecteau.
Our Ushers are Diane and Robert McDonough, and Donald Tirabassi is our Liturgist.
Please be sure to join us downstairs following worship
for a time of refreshment and fellowship!

The Christmas Fund

We welcome your gifts for The Christmas Fund this month. The Christmas Fund has been caring for
active and retired clergy and lay employees of our United Church of Christ for over 100 years,
providing emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health premiums, and Christmas
“Thank You” gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees. Our congregation and its
members have blessed The Christmas Fund with their generosity for many years. This year, your care
and compassion will be especially appreciated by servants of the church who are facing a time of
need. The QR Code below will take you to our website where you can make a safe and secure
donation. Thank you in advance for your generosity!

Second Christian Church of Kittery - UCC
An Open and Affirming Congregation
33 Government St., Kittery, ME 03904
207-439-3903 church@2ccucc.org
Rev. Brad Hirst, Pastor e Mike Effenberger, Music Director ® Charles Donnell, Treasurer
Welcoming... Learning... Going Out...

The Week Ahead:

Monday, January 12:
6:00pm  Seacoast Gay Men

Tuesday, January 13:
6:30pm  Deacon’s Meeting

Wednesday, January 14:
10:00am  AA
6:30pm  Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, January 15:
2:00pm Prayer Time - via Zoom

Friday, January 16:
9:00am Breakfast with Brad at Kasha’s Kitchen

5:30pm  Maine Port Marker Project - Lasagna Dinner
First Cong’l Kittery Point - 23 Pepperrell Rd.

Sunday, January 18:
10:00am  Worship for the Second Sunday after Epiphany



Sing of God Made Manifest

Sing of God made manifest
in a child robust and blest,
to whose home in Bethlehem
where a star had guided them,
Magi came and gifts unbound,
signs mysterious and profound:
myrrh and frankincense and gold
grave and God and King foretold.

Sing of God made manifest
when at Jordan John confessed,
"I should be baptized by you,
but your bidding I will do."
Then from heaven a double sign -
dove-like Spirit, voice divine -
hailed the true Anointed One:
"This is my beloved Son."

Sing of God made manifest
when Christ came as wedding-guest
and at Cana gave a sign,
turning water into wine;
further still was love revealed
as he taught, forgave, and healed,
bringing light and life to all
who would listen to God's call.

Sing of God made manifest
on the cloud-capped mountain's crest,
where the law and prophets waned
so that Christ alone remained:
glimpse of glory, pledge of grace,
given as Jesus set his face
towards the waiting cross and grave,
sign of hope that God would save.

SALZBURG

WORDS: Carl P. Daw, 1989

MUSIC: Jacob Hintze, 1678; harm. J. S. Bach (18th century)
Words © 1989, Hope Publishing Co.

Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters

Wash, O God your sons and daughters,
newborn creatures of your womb.
Number them among your people,

raised like Christ from death and tomb.

Weave them garments bright and sparkling
compass them with love and light.
Fill, anoint them; send your Spirit,
holy dove and heart’s delight.

Ev’ry day we need your nurture;
by your milk may we be fed.
Let us join your feast, partaking
cup of blessing, living bread.
God renew us; guide our footsteps;
free from sin and all its snares,
one with Christ in living, dying,
by your Spirit, children, heirs.

O how deep your holy wisdom!
Unimagined all your ways!

To your name be glory, honor!
With our lives we worship, praise!
We your people, stand before you,

water-washed and Spirit born.
By your grace, our lives we offer.

Recreate us; God, transform!

BEACH SPRING

WORDS: Ruth Duck, 1987, rev. 1993

MUSIC: Attr. B. F. White, 1844; harm James H. Wood 1958
Words © 1987 GIA Publishing Co.

harm. ©1958, renewed 1986, Broadman Press,

assigned to Van Ness Press

T Some of this morning’s liturgy is adapted for our use from
UCC Worship Ways © 2025. Permission granted.

T Let Your Little Light Shine, arr. Pamela Warrick-Smith,
© 2002, GIA Publications, Inc.

Hymns reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE, License #A-735730



Renewal of Our Baptismal Covenant
We Remember

God calls us to the water to find a new way:

a new grace, a new hope, a new faith, a new life.
God calls; we come.

Come to the water and let go of the worn out:

worn out habits, worn out pains, worn out angers, worn out burdens.
God calls; we come.

God blesses the water, it heals us, cleans us, renews us, refreshes us.
God blesses; we praise.

Come to the water and receive blessing, freedom, mercy, love.
God blesses; we praise.

Gracious God, your spirit moved over the waters of chaos to bring forth cosmos.
Your spirit moves in the waters of the womb to bring forth life.
Your spirit rains and pours and floods in rivers and oceans and veins;
cleansing, purifying, anointing all creation for your service.
Bless this water with your presence. Amen,

We Renew
Everyone is invited to come forward to renew promises made at your baptism,
or, perhaps, if you have not been baptized, to anticipate your baptism,
or maybe simply to be renewed, stretched, and reminded
that no matter where you are on life’s journey - you are beloved!
“God has created you and named you Beloved. Live for God.”
We Bless
Remember: you are a beloved child of God!
We will live for God!
You have been named and chosen as a follower of Christ.
We will live for God!
You are made one in the Spirit of God.
We will live for God!
Live in the love of God, the grace of Christ, and the unity of the Spirit.
We will live for God!



