
Second Christian Church of Kittery - U.C.C. 

Worship with Holy Communion 

for the Second Sunday of Christmas 

January 4, 2026 - 10:00 AM 

Welcome one and all! 

Remember: No matter who you are, no matter who you love, 

no matter where you are on life’s journey, you’re always welcome here! 

( * You are invited to stand as you are able) 

WE GATHER 

Gathering Music​  

Welcome & Announcements​ ​  

Centering Music​  

Call to Community †​  (Inspired by Psalm 147) 

​ One: Extol the Holy One! Praise the God who protects, strengthens, and redeems! 

​ ​ Many: God is the source of peace. God nourishes us with abundance. 

​ Extol the Holy One! Praise the God who protects, strengthens, and redeems! 

The Holy One is the Still Speaking God, whose word reaches the hearts of the receptive. 

​ Extol the Holy One! Praise the God who protects, strengthens, and redeems! 

​ ​ The Creator makes all things new and prepares our days. Praise the Holy One! 

* Hymn #166​ ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime​ JESOUS AHATONHIA 

* Prayer for Transformation and New Life †​ ​  

Holy One, a new year invites us to begin again. 

As we reflect on the future, we ask that your grace would meet us  

as we strive to be the people you have called us to be. 

Help us to heal - spiritually, emotionally, relationally, materially, physically, and financially.  

Strengthen us and reorient our expectations of ourselves and one another. 

Give us courage to be true to our faith and values. 

Remind us that we carry no burden that you do not share with us. 

Shine your radiance through us. Amen, 

* Words of Assurance 

* Response​ ​ Hirst/Effenberger​
Glory to you, creating One! Glory to you, redeeming Son! 

Glory to you, O Spirit, come! 

Meet us now, make us one, glory to you, O God! 

Anthem​  



WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

A Prayer before the Scripture Reading​ ​ (Mary Luti) 

Spirit of the Living God, turn on the light of truth 

and wake up our hearts by the Word we now declare and ponder. 

In ancient pages let us find fresh life, fresh hope, and fresh courage 

for witness in your world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen, 

The Scripture​ Isaiah 63:7-9; Matthew 2:13-23 

The Message​ “Where to from Here?” 

WE RESPOND 

We Share our Joys and Concerns​    

The Prayers of the People 

The Prayer of Our Savior​ ​  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kindom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 

and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kindom, and the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen, 

Invitation to Generosity 

Special Music​  

* Response ††​ ​ ST. ANNE 

Praise God who calls us to arise and journey through the night, 

who by a star still gleaming guides the way to Christ our Light! 

* Dedication of Gifts † 

Creator, receive these offerings as we dedicate them to you and your kindom. 

Magnify them and continue to bless us so that we may collectively meet 

the needs and hopes of our community and world. Amen, 

WE GATHER AT THE TABLE 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion​ ​​  

​ The Invitation 

​ The Great Thanksgiving 

​ ​ Let us pray: God be with you. And also with you. 

​ ​ Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to God. 

​ ​ Let us give thanks to God Most High. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

​ ​ It is right and a good and glorious thing, always and every way to give you thanks… 

 



​ ​ …and we are made new again in the bright light of love.  

​ ​ Therefore, we join our voices with saints in ​every time and place, forever singing your praise: 

​ Sanctus​ ​ (Marti McMane) 

Holy, holy, holy God ruler almighty; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Glory be to you, O God. 

Blessed is the One who comes, who comes in the name of God. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 

[We invite you to come forward to receive your packet of “loaf and cup” 

and return to your seat when we will commune together.] 

​ The Words of Institution 

​ We Bless the Elements 
Bless now, redeeming God, these gifts of your abundant earth. 

As we share these gifts among your children here gathered, 

may this grain of the field and fruit of the vine nourish us – body and soul – 

to be a part of the “great company” of your reconciliation. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen, 

​ We Share the Elements 

​ We Give Thanks​ ​​  

We thank you, Most Holy God, for refreshment at your table 

where along with your saints in every time and place, we receive Christ’s gifts. 

Provide for your church a strong faith and increased love for one another. 

Bless us with the grace to praise you with our whole lives 

that we might be a blessing to all the world. Amen, 

WE GO OUT 

* Hymn #174​ Brightest and Best​ STAR IN THE EAST 

* A Blessing 

* Response ​ Let Your Little Light Shine †††​  Trad. Georgia Sea Island Spiritual 

Let your little light shine, shine, shine. Let your little light shine, all night long, 

'Cause there might be someone down in the valley tryin' to get home. 

It might be me or it might be you, it might be a brother or a sister too, 

but you know there's someone down in the valley tryin' to get home. So... 

Music for Going Out 
†  Some of this morning’s liturgy is adapted for our use from UCC Worship Ways © 2025. Permission granted. 

†† From Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow, Stillspeaking Writers Group, © 2024, United Church of Christ. 
††† Let Your Little Light Shine, arr. Pamela Warrick-Smith, © 2002, GIA Publications, Inc. 

Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-735730 

 



Welcome to Worship! 

You have been greeted this morning by Janet Topolewski and Don Tirabassi. 

Our Ushers are Priscilla and Orville deRochemont. Mark Fecteau is our Liturgist. 

Please be sure to join us downstairs following worship 

for a time of refreshment and fellowship! 

 

The Christmas Fund 

We will be welcoming your gifts for The Christmas Fund through the month of January. The Christmas 

Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees of our United Church of Christ for 

over 100 years, providing emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health 

premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees. Our 

congregation and its members have blessed The Christmas Fund with their generosity for many years. 

This year, your care and compassion will be especially appreciated by servants of the church who are 

facing a time of need. Thank you in advance for your generosity! 

 

Second Christian Church of Kittery - UCC 
An Open and Affirming Congregation 

33 Government St., Kittery, ME  03904 

207-439-3903        church@2ccucc.org 

Rev. Brad Hirst, Pastor   ●   Mike Effenberger, Music Director   ●   Charles Donnell, Treasurer 

Welcoming…   Learning…   Going Out… 

The Week Ahead: 

​ Monday, January 5:​  

​ 6:00pm​ Seacoast Gay Men 

​ Wednesday, January 7:​  
​ 10:00am​ AA 

​ 6:30pm​ Choir Rehearsal 

​ Thursday, January 8:​  

​ 2:00pm​ In Person Prayer Time 

​ 3:00-5:30pm​ Second Christian Team Serves - Kittery Community Supper 
​ ​ at Footprints Food Pantry 

​ Friday, January 9:​  

​ 9:00am​ Breakfast with Brad at Kasha’s Kitchen 

​ Sunday, January 11:​ The Baptism of Christ 

​ 10:00am​ Second Sunday Jazz! 



‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 

’Twas in the moon of wintertime,​
when all the birds had fled,​

that mighty Gitchi Manitou*​
sent angel choirs instead;​

before their light the stars grew dim,​
and wondering hunters heard the hymn: 

Refrain:​
Peace on earth, Christ is born,​
Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria. 

Within a lodge of broken bark​
the tender babe was found,​
a ragged robe of rabbit skin​

enwrapped His beauty round;​
but as the hunter braves drew nigh,​
the angel song rang loud and high: 

[Refrain] 

The earliest moon of wintertime​
is not so round and fair​

as was the ring of glory on​
the helpless Infant there.​

The chiefs from far before Him knelt​
with gifts of fox and beaver pelt.  

[Refrain] 

O children of the forest free,​
the angel song is true;​

the holy child of earth and heaven​
is born today for you.​

Come kneel before the radiant boy,​
who brings you beauty, peace, and joy.  

[Refrain] 

*Gitchi Manitou = Great God 

 

JESOUS AHATONHIA 
WORDS: Jean de Brébeuf, c. 1643; tr. Jesse E. Middleton 1926, alt. 

MUSIC: French Canadian melody; harm. Frederick E. Jackish, 1978 

Tr. © 1927, Frederick Harris Music Co.; 

Harm. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, Augsburg Press 

 

 

Brightest and Best 

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,​
dawn on our pathway, and lend us your aid.​

Star of the east, the horizon adorning,​
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

Shall we give Jesus our costly devotion,​
fragrance of Edom, and off'rings divine,​

gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean,​
myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation,​
vainly with gifts Jesus' favor secure.​

Richer by far is the heart’s adoration.​
Dearer to God are the gifts of the poor. 

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,​
dawn on our pathway, and lend us your aid.​

Star of the east, the horizon adorning,​
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

STAR IN THE EAST 
WORDS: Reginald Heber, 1811, alt. 

MUSIC: Southern Harmony, 1835; harm. Marty Haugen, 1987 
Harm. © 1987 GIA Publications 

 

 


