Second Christian Church of Kittery - U.C.C.
Worship for the Second Sunday of Advent
December 7, 2025 - 10:00 AM

Welcome one and all!
Remember: No matter who you are, no matter who you love,
no matter where you are on life’s journey, you’re always welcome here!

( * You are invited to stand as you are able)

WE GATHER

Gathering Music
Welcome & Announcements
Centering Music
We Gather Around the Advent Wreath 1
One: This is the season to repent. This is the day to confess our sins.
All: We confess, O God, that we are happy to name our sins
but reluctant to release them,
glad to aspire to righteousness but challenged to live into it.
Keep your candles lit. Offer your willingness in hope.
Too long, O God, we have decried the pit of vipers
but reserved our own venom for use.
Too long, we have rinsed in the water but avoided the baptism of your fire.
By the light of Advent, we repent as we wait for Emmanuel.
* Hymn #125 Come, O Long Expected Jesus HYFRYDOL
* Gathering Prayer '
Almighty God, we seek relief from the unrest of our daily lives.
You, who offer peace and justice in a single hand, are our redeemer.
Allow us, O God, to unfold in your palm.
With each breath, allow us to inhale the power of your sacred word,
and exhale the turmoil within. Amen,
* Response Hirst/Effenberger
Glory to you, creating One!
Glory to you, redeeming Son!
Glory to you, O Spirit, come!
Meet us now, make us one, glory to you, O God!

Special Music O Magnum Mysterium Evan Ramos
The Second Christian Choir



WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

A Prayer before the Scripture Reading (Mary Luti)
God, source of all light, by your Word you give light to the soul.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of Wisdom and understanding that,
being taught by you in Holy Scripture, our hearts and minds may be opened
to know the things that pertain to life and holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Scripture Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12

The Message “The Prophet’s Rebuttal”

* A Christmas Carol #153 /[t Came Upon the Midnight Clear CAROL
WE RESPOND

We Share our Joys and Concerns
The Prayers of the People
The Prayer of Our Savior
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kindom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kindom, and the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen,
Invitation to Generosity
Special Music
* Response it OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God who takes away our fear, who breaks the might of sword and spear,
that hope and justice might increase, and life grow new in lasting peace!

* Dedication of Gifts 7
Emmanuel, hear our prayer!
We bring these gifts before you to spread peace
throughout our homes, our communities, and our world.
On every street corner, beside rivers, lakes, oceans, at the top of your tallest
mountains, and dwelling below the cliffs, your people are in need.
Take these gifts to strengthen our church and bring relief to your beloved children.
Amen,

WE GO OUT

* Hymn #135 Blessed Be the God of Israel MERLE’S TUNE
* A Blessing
Music for Going Out



Welcome to Worship!
You have been greeted this morning by Charlie and Nadine Donnell.
Our Ushers are Priscilla and Orville deRochemont. Laurie Rowan is our Liturgist.
Please be sure to join us downstairs following worship
for a time of refreshment and fellowship!

Our Mission Statement

Second Christian Congregational
United Church of Christ
is a God-centered, Christ-formed, Spirit-led,
Open and Affirming gathering of God's People.
It is our mission:
To welcome all people into our community of faith,
To learn together the cost and joy of discipleship, and
To go out into the world to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ,

Second Christian Church of Kittery - UCC
An Open and Affirming Congregation
33 Government St., Kittery, ME 03904
207-439-3903 church@22ccucc.org
Rev. Brad Hirst, Pastor e Mike Effenberger, Music Director e Charles Donnell, Treasurer
Welcoming... Learning... Going Out...

The Week Ahead:

Monday, December 8:
6:00pm  Seacoast Gay Men

Tuesday, December 9:
6:00pm  All Deacons Pot Luck!

Wednesday, December 10:
10:00am  AA

4:00pm  Soon and Very Soon
Advent Devotional Gathering

6:30pm  Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, December 11:

Prayer Time - via Zoom

Friday, December 12:
9:00am Breakfast with Brad at Kasha’s Kitchen

Sunday, December 14:

10:00am  Second Sunday Jazz
for the Third Sunday of Advent




Come, O Long-expected Jesus

Come, O long-expected Jesus,
born to set your people free.
From our fears and sins release us;
Christ in whom our rest shall be.
You, our strength and consolation,
come salvation to impart;
Dear desire of many a nation,
joy of many a longing heart.

Born your people to deliver,
born a child, and yet a king,
Born to reign in us forever,
born your gracious realm to bring.

By your own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;

By your all-sufficient merit

raise us to your glorious throne.

WORDS : Charles Wesley, 1744, alt.
MUSIC: Rowland H. Pritchard, 1830;
harm. The English Hymnal, 1906

O Magnum Mysterium

(Latin sacred text written for Christmas)

O magnum mysterium,
et admirabile sacramentum,
ut animalia viderunt
Dominum natum
Jacentem in praesepio.
O magnum mysterium. Amen.

Translation:

O great mystery,
and wonderful sacrament.
That animals should see
the newborn Lord
lying in a manger.
Amen. O great mystery. Amen.

It Came upon the Midnight Clear

It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold;
"Peace on the earth, good will to all
from heaven's all-gracious King!"
The world in solemn stillness lay
to hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come,
with peaceful wings unfurled,
and still their heavenly music floats
o‘er all the weary world;
above its sad and lowly plains
they bend on hovering wing;
and ever o’er its Babel-sounds
the blessed angels sing.

And you beneath life's crushing load
whose forms are bending low,
who toil along the climbing way,
with painful steps and slow,
look now, for glad and golden hours
come swiftly on the wing;

O rest beside the weary road,
and hear the angels sing!

For lo, the days are hastening on,
by prophet seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years,
shall come the time foretold;
when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendors fling,
and the whole world send back the song
which now the angels sing.

CAROL
WORDS: Edmund H. Sears, 1849
MUSIC: Richard S. Willis, 1850

Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE, License #A-735730



Blessed Be the God of Israel

Blessed the God of Israel,

who comes to set us free,

who visits and redeems us
and grants us liberty.

The prophets spoke of mercy,
of freedom and release;
God shall fulfill the promise
to bring our people peace.

Now from the house of David
a child of grace has come,
a Savior who will lead us
to our eternal home.
Before him goes the herald,
forerunner in the way,
the prophet of salvation,
the harbinger of day.

On all by death imprisoned
the sun begins to rise,
the dawning of forgiveness
upon the sinner’s eyes,
to guide the feet of pilgrims
along the paths of peace;
O bless our God and Savior
with songs that never cease!

MERLE’S TUNE
WORDS: Michael Perry, 1973

MUSIC: Hal H. Hopson, 1983
Words © 1973, Music © 1983, Hope Publishing Co.

T From Soon and Very Soon Advent Candle Lighting
- thepilgrimpress.org. All Rights Reserved.

T Some of this morning’s liturgy is adapted for our
use from UCC Worship Ways © 2025. Permission
granted.

1t By Mary Luti, from Praise God from Whom All
Blessings Flow, Stillspeaking Writers Group, © 2024,
United Church of Christ.

This Advent at Second Christian

Wednesday, December 10 — 4:00pm

Soon & Very Soon
An Advent Study — Parlor

Sunday, December 14 — 10:00am
The Third Sunday in Advent
Second Sunday Jazz
Songs of Winter

Tuesday, December 16 — 4:00pm
Soon & Very Soon
An Advent Study — Parlor

Thursday, December 18 — 7:00pm
Blue Christmas Jazz Vespers
“Swept Up In Wonder”
BUOY Gallery — 2 Government St.

Sunday, December 21 — 10:00am
The Fourth Sunday in Advent
Special music!

Sunday, December 21 — 4:00pm
Christmas Caroling
Wassailing in the Foreside!

Tuesday, December 23 — 4:00pm
Soon & Very Soon
An Advent Study — Parlor

Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 24
4:00pm
Candlelight Worship!

Telling the Story in Word and Song
Special music!



