Second Christian Church of Kittery - U.C.C.
Worship with Holy Communion
for the First Sunday in Advent
November 30, 2025 - 10:00 AM

Welcome one and all!
Remember: No matter who you are, no matter who you love,
no matter where you are on life’s journey, you’re always welcome here!

( * You are invited to stand as you are able)

WE GATHER
Gathering Music If | Needed You Townes Van Zandt
Welcome & Announcements
Centering Music Rosemary Kate Possi

We Gather Around the Advent Wreath 1

One: This is the season to be ready. This is the day to keep awake.

All: We do not know, O God; we do not know when your goodness will be
complete. But we are awake; we are waiting; we are trusting.

Keep your candles lit. Keep your hope warm.
Too long, O God, we have chased after false prophets.
Too long we have looked among ourselves for a messiah.

Now we set our hearts on readiness for you.
By the light of Advent, we keep awake and wait for Emmanuel.

* Hymn #119 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL
(Words by Maren Tirabassi)

* Prayer for Reconciliation and New Life
God, it is not a year abundant with hope. We cry out for solace, for rest, for strength;
we curse in anger at the horrors we see perpetrated in your name; we turn our backs
on those who suffer, and scorn those who bring suffering upon others.
We are lost and demoralized, aching for the hope in your Word,
yet when you speak, we do not hear.
We do not quiet the spirit within or allow your peace to fall on us.
We root ourselves in devastation when true strength is born out of your tender grace.
Forgive us, God, for abandoning hope in favor of fear and a desire for retribution.
Amen,

* Words of Assurance

* Response Hirst/Effenberger

Glory to you, creating One! Glory to you, redeeming Son!
Glory to you, O Spirit, come!
Meet us now, make us one, glory to you, O God!



Special Music Ash and Clay Milk Carton Kids
WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

A Prayer before the Scripture Reading (Mary Luti)
Spirit of the Living God, turn on the light of truth
and wake up our hearts by the Word we now declare and ponder.
In ancient pages let us find fresh life, fresh hope, and fresh courage
for witness in your world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen,

The Scripture Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 24:36-44

The Message “Watching and Waiting”

A Christmas Carol #160 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ES IST EIN ROS
WE RESPOND

We Share our Joys and Concerns
The Prayers of the People
The Prayer of Our Savior
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kindom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kindom, and the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen,
Invitation to Generosity
Special Music Amsterdam Gregory Alan Isakov
* Response 't OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God who deep within us sings a song of hope for unseen things,
‘til every creature feels its worth and justice reigns in all the earth.

* Dedication of Gifts '
Beloved Creator, we offer these gifts to you in the spirit of Hope.
We place our trust in you and in those who faithfully care for your people,
that these gifts and promises will be used to protect and uplift those who are in need.
Help us to remember our role to act as agents of your grace each and every day. Amen,

WE GATHER AT THE TABLE

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
We are Invited
The Great Thanksgiving
Let us pray: God be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to God Most High. It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right and a good and glorious thing, always and every way to give you thanks...




...and so, remembering that we are yours, we join our voices with saints in every time
and place, forever singing your praise:
Sanctus (Marti McMane)
Holy, holy, holy God ruler almighty;
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Glory be to you, O God.
Blessed is the One who comes, who comes in the name of God.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!
[We invite you to come forward to receive your packet of “loaf and cup”
and return to your seat when we will commune together.]
The Words of Institution

We Bless the Elements
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us that this meal may be for us

a communion in the body and blood of our Lord.
Make us one with Christ and with all who share this feast.
Unite us in faith, encourage us with hope, inspire us to love,
that we may serve as your faithful disciples
until we feast at your table in glory. Amen,
We Share the Elements
We Give Thanks
We thank you, Most Holy God, for refreshment at your table
where along with your saints in every time and place, we receive Christ’s gifts.
Provide for your church a strong faith and increased love for one another.
Bless us with the grace to praise you with our whole lives
that we might be a blessing to all the world. Amen,

WE GO OUT

* Hymn #136 Christians All, Your Lord Is Coming PLEADING SAVIOR
* A Blessing
* Response (#445 in Hymnal) Go in Peace OCEAN PARK

Go in peace and the peace of God, be with you this day.

Go in peace and the peace of God, be with you always.

Celebrate and share the joy, celebrate new life!

Go in peace and the peace of God, be with you always.

Music for Going Out Winter Song Head and the Heart

T From Soon and Very Soon Advent Candle Lighting - thepilgrimpress.org. All Rights Reserved.

™ Some of this morning’s liturgy is adapted for our use from UCC Worship Ways © 2025. Permission granted.

™t From Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow, Stillspeaking Writers Group, © 2024, United Church of Christ.
Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-735730

Go In Peace - OCEAN PARK
WORDS: Barber L. Waters, 1982

MUSIC: Kenneth E. White, 1982
© 1982 Barber L. Waters and Kenneth E. White



Welcome to Worship!

You have been greeted this morning by Laurie Rowan and Linda Wentworth.
Our Ushers are Tom and Linda Baran. Mark Fecteau is our Liturgist.
Please be sure to join us downstairs following worship
for a time of refreshment and fellowship!

We are very pleased to be able to welcome Kate Possi to worship this morning!

Kate is a Boston native who has found an outlet playing music around the Seacoast scene for
the last 5 years. Starting with the cello at 9 and later picking up the guitar at 13, Possi has
captivated audiences across New England with her indie-folk sound - both solo and with her
band. Through her live performances, she shares her music dealing with themes of loss, love,
heartbreak, and life. Welcome Kate!

Second Christian Church of Kittery - UCC
An Open and Affirming Congregation
33 Government St., Kittery, ME 03904
207-439-3903 church@2ccucc.org
Rev. Brad Hirst, Pastor e Mike Effenberger, Music Director e Charles Donnell, Treasurer
Welcoming... Learning... Going Out...

The Week Ahead: W) L
Monday, December 1:
6:00pm  Seacoast Gay Men

Tuesday, December 2: el

4:00pm  As the Page Turns - Book Group
Christmas at the Women’s Hotel
by Daniel Lavery

Wednesday, December 3:
10:00am AA

4:00pm  Soon and Very Soon...
Advent Devotion Gathering

6:30pm  Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, December 4:
2:00pm In Person Prayer Time
6:30pm  Church Council - All are invited!

Friday, December 5:
9:00am Breakfast with Brad at Kasha’s Kitchen

Saturday, December 6:
3:00pm  Kittery Holiday Parade

Sunday, December 7:
10:00am  Worship for the Second Sunday of Advent




O Come, O Come Emmanuel

O Come, O come Emmanuel
make true the stories prophets tell —
so all those chained by fear find release,
and, war forgotten, bring a world of peace.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel is come to birth
where all God's children dwell.

O Come, Love's-season,
to our lonely days,
and guide us in our words and ways
to be the ones whose Advent begins
with healing earth and all that live within.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel is come to birth
where all God's children dwell.

O come, Desire of Nations, bind
all peoples in one heart and mind;
Make envy, strife, and quarrels cease;
fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel is come to birth
where all God's children dwell.

VENI EMMANUEL
WORDS: Latin hymn (12th century); st. 1-2, Maren Tirabassi,

st. 3 tr. Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916
MUSIC: French melody (15th century);
arr. and harm. Thomas Helmore, 1854

Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming,

Lo, how a rose, e'er blooming,
from tender stem hath sprung,
of Jesse's lineage coming
by faithful prophets sung;
it came, a flow'ret bright,
amid the cold of winter
when half-spent was the night.

Isaiah 'twas foretold it,
the rose | have in mind;
with Mary we behold it,
the virgin mother kind.
To show God's love aright
she bore to us a Savior
when half-spent was the night.

Christians All, Your Lord is Coming

Christians all, your Lord is coming,
drawing near in holy birth.

Ring the bells and sound the trumpets,
let your music fill the earth.
Dance and move to show God’s glory;
kneel and pause to hear God’s word.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Rise and let your songs be heard.

Christians all, your Lord is coming,
calling you to serve in deed.
See the ones who hurt and suffer,
hear their cry and act with speed.
Set all selfish ways behind you.
Purge your hearts of sinful greed.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Christ in you will meet their need.

Christians all, your Lord is coming,
he will rise up from the dead.

Lift the cup, of sin forgiven;
bless the host and eat his bread.
Mend the ways where peace is broken,
give yourselves to true shalom.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Dwell as one in church and home.

Christians all, your Lord is coming,
hope for peace is now at hand.
Let there be no hesitation,
walk in faith where life demands.
Bear the word that God has given;
share the birth that stirs your soul.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Christ will come and make you whole.

PLEADING SAVIOR
WORDS: Jim Miller, 1993

MUSIC: Joshua Leavitt’s Christian Lyre, 1830
Words © 1995, Chalice Press

ES IST EIN ROS
WORDS: German Carol (15th century); tr. T. Baker 1894
MUSIC: Traditional melody; arr. M. Praetorius, 1609



