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Come Home...
for our traditional

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

December 24 at 7:00 pm
Lessons and Carols,

Special Music and Story

Maybe you're just not feeling it. Maybe, if we're 
being honest, it's not just you. Sometimes the 
days between Thanksgiving and the New Year 
feel like one big mess we'd rather not have to slog
through. Sometimes the din and glare of the 
season can leave us feeling left out, alone, low.
In his Advent devotiional Low, John Pavlovitz 
writes that the best way to approach this season 
of preparation is to “place our feet firmly in the dirt 
and the dust of the everyday...” Because he says 
that it's in those low places, in those encounters 
wrapped up in the messiness of everyday life that 
God will meet us. There's strength in numbers. 
Strength in the low places. Join us... just as you 
are. And bring a friend! 

Friday December 20 – The Dance Hall Kittery
7 Walker St. 7:30 pm.

Fair Tide
Christmas Tea

& Fashion Show
On December 8 at 3:00 pm we will
once again be hosting our Annual
Christmas Tea & Fashion Show. All
proceeds will benefit Fair Tide, which offers 
transitional housing and community support 
programs that guide participants towards self-
sufficiency. 

As of press time, all tables have been sold, but 
check with Tom or Linda Baran for open spots or 
to help out in other ways! In addition to tea, there 
will be special refreshments for you and your 
guests to enjoy.

Following tea, there will be a Fashion Show 
featuring clothing from the Fair Tide Thrift Store. 
No matter who you are... if you've ever dreamed 
of modeling, this is your chance! We could also 
use male volunteers to help as servers for this fun
event. Table hosts create their own centerpieces 
which are auctioned off at the end. Always a fun 
event to support Fair Tide. Contact Linda Baran 
(439-8815, beegood1@comcast.net) to reserve your 
spot or to volunteer.

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~

Christmas Caroling
December 22, 5:00 pm

Please join our church family as we
spread Christmas cheer through
Kittery on Sunday evening,
December 22. We'll meet here at
the church at 5:00 pm, visit the homes of shut-ins 
and regale our neighbors with the Good News of 
Christ's Birth! Bring a friend and join us as we get 
into the spirit of the season!  

mailto:beegood1@comcast.net
http://i.ucc.org/


The Clapper December 2019 & January 2020
Dear Friends,

As I sit down to attempt writing 
this month's missive, I am 
profoundly distracted. What is 
usually a quiet morning here at 
the church is interrupted today 

by the business of people outside my study door and 
out in the hall. They are busy sorting, arranging, 
moving, re-arranging, laughing and groaning and ooh-
ing and aah-ing over treasures new and old, jams and 
jellies and relishes and things that warm your hands 
and heart.

Yes, it is Fair Week. I was trying to explain the 
implications of Fair Week to someone the other day 
and used the image of the church as a giant snow 
globe. During Fair Week the church – and everything 
in it – is picked up and shaken, and for a few days the 
halls are filled with all the wonderful sights and smells 
and sounds of the finest Church Fair on the Seacoast! 
But as with a snow globe, eventually things stop 
moving and things settle down. But almost nothing 
falls back to exactly where it was before. 

This week as we transform this space to prepare to 
welcome hundreds of guests to our fair, things get put 
away. Things get moved upstairs to be out of the way, 
and sometimes they are stuck on a shelf in the back of
a closet, and sometimes they get boxed up and find 
their way into our collection of Attic Treasures. During 
Fair Week, everything moves. Everything. And wither it
goes, we do not always know. And this is good. It 
helps us learn what is essential, and what is not.

We transform this place for our Evergreen Festival 
even as we prepare ourselves for a new season in the 
church year. Yes, Advent is again upon us. Again. 
Advent – the coming – a season of preparation and 
transformation for the new thing God is doing in our 
lives and in the world. It's a season of preparation filled
with surprises and interruptions in which God invites us
to put old things away and bring new things out. And 
we do this knowing that, sometimes, for us to take hold
of something new, something old must be released. 
We must remain open to the new thing God is doing, 
knowing that we will not always know where that will 
lead us. And that is good. Unsettling for some, exciting
for others, but good.

Oh look! Someone just came in with another box! I 
wonder what's in it... I'll just go say hello.

See you in church. You won't recognize the place!

From our Treasurer:  

The vertical bars represent the actual offerings
received each month, through Nov. 24, 2019. 

As the Page Turns will be meeting December 12 at 
6:30 pm to discuss The Silent Patient by Alex 
Michaelides. "An unforgettable—and Hollywood-
bound—new thriller... A mix of Hitchcockian 
suspense, Agatha Christie plotting, and Greek 
tragedy." All are invited – and bring a friend!

Once again this year we are being invited to share a 
single Christmas card with the whole church family 
and display it on the large bulletin board downstairs 
in the church hall. Of course, you are always free to 
send cards via the USPS, or even hand-deliver them
on Sunday morning!

~  ~   ~   ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~

Night Kitchen
The Question of Authority: Who(m) Do You Trust?

In a religious context, the question of Authority 
invites us to ponder whose wisdom we consider 
reliable when weighing the truthfulness of religious 
claims. Some will say that it’s their parents or other 
respected elders; others the clergy, church tradition 
(“the way we’ve always done it”), or the tenets of a 
denomination. But probably the most often cited 
source is the Bible itself.Whatever you believe, or 
don’t, when was the last time you considered why 
(as in, on what authority)? 

Let's talk about it at the December edition of Night 
Kitchen! Sunday, Dec 8 at 7:00 pm. Bring a friend!
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POINSETTIAS
If you would like a poinsettia 
placed in the sanctuary in 
memory or in honor of a loved 
one or friend, please fill out the 
order form available in the 

vestry and place it in the offering plate with your 
payment or send it into the church office by 
December 17. The cost is $12.00 per plant. 
Christmas gifts in any amount may be made to 
the Memorial Fund. Space is limited! 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~

Second Sunday Jazz 
December 8

December's featured musician is Linda Oh. Born
in Malaysia, and raised in Perth, Western 
Australia, Linda studied at the W.A Academy of 
Performing Arts (WAAPA) where she graduated 
with first-class honors. She completed her 
Masters at the Manhattan School of Music in 
2008 studying with Jay Anderson, John Riley, 
Phil Markowitz, Dave Liebman and Rodney 
Jones. She now teaches the precollege division 
there.
Linda is an active double bassist, electric bassist
and composer. She was a recent recipient of the
Jerome Foundation Fellowship and is now a 
member of Pat Metheny’s most recent quartet 
project which has recently recorded.
We are excited to be welcoming back bassist 
Rob Gerry for our December Second Sunday so 
we can hear Oh's work as it was meant to be 
performed!

Rock My Soul Holiday Concert

Friday December 14 at 7:00 pm
The Dance Hall, Kittery – 7 Walker St.

See Dawn Boyer for tickets or go to
www.projectmusicworks.org

Ecumenical Epiphany Concert
Sunday January 6, 2019, the choirs of the

churches of the Clergy Association of Kittery Eliot
and South Berwick will be sharing their finest

offerings from the Advent and Christmas season.
7:00 pm at St. Mark's UMC in Kittery. And bring a

friend, because All Are Welcome!

A Note of Thanks...

Pastor Brad,

It was my honor to be [in worship] today and 
share the special hour with Wilma. Many of your 
congregational women spoke with me at coffee 
hour offering assistance with blankets and 
handmade hats. What a truly wonderful 
congregation you have to share with the world. 
Thanks,

Jackie Dewey “Dress a Girl Around the World”

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~

SNOW CANCELLATIONS
If worship or meetings or any 
church activity is canceled due 
to snow or other weather 
emergency it will be listed on 
television on channels 6 
(WCSH) and 8 (WMTW) 

(Portland). The notice will also be posted on our 
website, our Facebook page, and on the church 
voicemail.  We hope to be able to do this by 7:00 
AM for any regular Sunday morning service. 
Occasionally our technology may fail us in bad 
weather, so if travel may be difficult for you, or 
you just don't feel like you can make it here and 
back safely, PLEASE STAY HOME!  We'll be 
here the next week as well! 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~

A Light Shines in the
Darkness...

For over a century, the 
Christmas Fund for the
Veterans of the Cross and the
Emergency Fund has been a 
way to ensure that a light of love
and hope will always shine for
faithful servants of our church who find themselves 
facing unforeseen financial need. 

We are grateful for your generous contributions  to 
the 2018 Offering, enabling the UCC to provide 
Pension Supplementation, Health Insurance 
Premium Supplementation, special grants for 
emergencies, and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks
to over 1,000 individals and families in need.

We will be receiving your gifts to the Christmas Fund 
now through January – watch for the special 
envelope in your Sunday bulletin.
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Deacons Minutes – November 17, 2019

Ernie called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. 
Present : Ernie and Sharon Wiswell, Sue 
Czarnionka, John Grindle, Tom Baran, Brad Hirst,
Laurie Rowan. Sharon did the opening prayer 
share. Tom signed up for next month. October 
minutes were approved. 
Unfinished Business:
A. Deacon of the month for December: Rob 
Varney, alternate: Charlie Donnell.
B. Visitation: John Grindle visited Ann Grinnell.
C. Safety Committee: cameras have been 
installed. An extra emergency button that will ring 
in the narthex has been addd to the elevator cab. 
Tom plans to convene the committee this week.
D. Nothing to report on the deacons plaque.
E.  Thanksgiving dinner for Navy families is too 
big a project for our church to do alone. Perhaps 
next year we can team with a community 
sponsoring a sub.
F. Christmas Tea will be December 8 at 3 p.m. 
We may want to consider moving it to another 
venue to accommodate more guests next year.
G. Honoring individuals: perhaps once a month 
we will honor various members of our church 
family for their work. Wilma was honored today 
for her more than 750 dresses she’s made for 
Dress A Girl Around the World.
New Business: Advent: Brad will be away 
December 15th. Pat Smith will be here.
Upcoming events:
November 24- Thanksgiving Sunday
December 1- Advent and Hilda Fife Scholarship 
Sunday.
December 7- Kittery Christmas Parade. Brad will 
post the rainbow flag for the parade. We will offer 
hot chocolate and cookies on our patio for those
attending.
December 20- Winter Solstice/Blue Christmas at 
Dance Hall.
What’s on the Pastor’s mind?
Brad mentioned it’s been five years since his last 
sabbatical. His next one is this summer.
Next meeting: December 10, 6:00 p.m. at Brad’s 
house.
Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Rowan
Secretary pro tem

Council Minutes – November 19, 2019
Present: Tom Baran, John Marzinzik (by video 
teleconference), Priscilla deRochemont, Don 
Tirabassi, Linda Baran, Ernie Wiswell, Alan 
Robinson,  Rev. Brad Hirst, John Grindle, Diana 
Marzinzik, Kathy Runey and Sharon Wiswell.    
Excused: Charlie Donnell, Dawn Boyer, Laurie 
Rowan.
Pastor Brad offered a memorial moment in honor 
of Dorothy (Dottie) Langton who passed away 
today.  He visited her and played for her a video 
recording from last Sunday of the congregation 
singing her favorite hymn, “One More Step Along 
the World I Go.”  
Alan briefed the Council on the Reaching New 
People workshop that we attended with Pastor 
Brad.  The Council endorsed the recommendation
that we invest $1,500 per year for coaching 
services provided by the workshop leader, Paul 
Nickerson, and Pastor Brad offered to discuss it 
with the Treasurer and Finance Team.
The minutes of the October 29, 2019 meeting 
were accepted.
Pastor Brad presented an overview of the 
financial condition of the church and the 
Treasurer’s written report was accepted and 
placed on file for audit.
Unfinished Business: President Tom reported 
on the work of the Church Safety Team. The team
will be meeting again in the near future.
The Kitchen Committee has sought a second 
proposal and cost estimate. Alan reported that the
construction of the new shed is complete.    
New Business: A surveillance camera and help 
button have been installed inside the elevator to 
allow for two-way conversations. Putting a chair in 
the elevator will also be considered.
It was voted to change the meeting night of the 
Church Council to the 3rd Thursday of the month. 

- We are studying ways to strengthen and 
consolidate our church brand; 

- We have given out many welcome bags to 
newcomers;

- We are adopting several children in Kittery 
and Milbridge, Maine to give Christmas 
presents to this year.

The next meeting of the Church Council will be on
Thursday, December 19 at 6:30 pm.  
Respectfully submitted, 
Alan Robinson
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DON'T FORGET: WE COLLECT FOOD FOR FOOTPRINTS FOOD PANTRY & END 68 HOURS OF HUNGER EVERY

SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH (DECEMBER 8 AND JANUARY 12)

SERVING YOU THIS MONTH:

DECEMBER DEACON OF THE MONTH:  Rob Varney,  ALTERNATE:  Charlie Donnell
December Ushers:                           December Greeters:                           December Liturgists:

01 John & Diana Marzinzik 01 Sharon & Ernie Wiswell 01 Nadine Donnell
08  John & Edith Grindle 08 Charlie & Nadine Donnell 08 Alan Robinson
15 Charlie & Nadine Donnell 15 Don & Maren Tirabassi 15 None
22 Cheryl Beckert & L. Melhorn 22 Edie Niles & Paulette Beers 22Maren Tirabassi
24 Lucille Melhorn 24 24 Kathy Maloney

29 Alan & Melissa Robinson 29 Bill & Betty Baran 29 Laurie Rowan

JANUARY DEACON OF THE MONTH:  Tom Baran,  ALTERNATE:
January Ushers:                               January Greeters:                              January Liturgists:

05 Lucille Melhorn & Cheryl Beckert  05 Sandy Raynes 05 
12 Sandy Raynes & Paulette Beers  12 Edith & John Grindle 12 Alan Robinson
19 Diana & John Marzinzik 19 Barbara & MelissaRobinson 19 
26 Betty & Bill Baran 26 Priscilla & Orville deRochemont 26 Laurie Rowan

GO TO OUR SIGN-UP PAGE   AND LET'S FILL IN THOSE BLANKS!

OUR PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following people in your prayers this month:

Bill Baran Molly Banville John Marshall
Aidan James Tootie La Clair Ann Grinnell
Carol Cole Mildred Leland Nita Mitchell
Pattie Hamlin Matt Natalie McDonough
Emma Pearson Linda Wentworth Travis Belleville

If you are aware of anyone who should be added to or taken off our prayer list,
please contact the church office.

December Birthdays

December 2 Kathy Runey
December 5 Chantal Rogers
December 6 Diana Marzinzik
December 9 Scott Damsell
December 11 David Syphers
December 14 Ro Curtis
December 15 Christine Clough
December 21 Tom Sullivan
December 24 Catie Jones
December 26 Diane McDonough
December 27 Mistee Boyd

 December 30 Amanda Kowalski

December Anniversaries

December 19 Bill & Betty Baran
December 21 Don and Alison Hannan

January Birthdays

January 1 Barbara Robinson
January 2 Patrick Seaward
January 3 Mike LaMontagne
January 5 Andrew Morgan

Montana Wiswell
Cheryl Beckert

January 13 Linda Wentworth
January 18 David Kenney
January 23 John Marzinzik
January 25 Melanie Mackenzie
January 27 Jeff Mackenzie
January 31 Sharon Wiswell
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