
Second Christian Church of Kittery - U.C.C
March 17, 2024 - 10:00 AM

The Fifth Sunday during Lent

Welcome one and all! Whether you are gathering with us in-person or online,
Remember: No matter who you are, no matter who you love,

no matter where you are on life's journey, you’re welcome here!
( * You are invited to stand as you are able)

WE GATHER
Gathering Music
Welcome & Announcements
Centering Music
Call to Community †

One: New life rises!
Many: That which rises, must first fall and die.

Single grains merely remain as they are unless they are released to the ground.
The grains of the earth that fall will multiply and nourish.

Come, die to the self, and live a life of service to the Living God.
In this way God will raise us up anew. Amen!

Let us worship God!
* Hymn #339 Just as I Am, Without One Plea WOODWORTH

* Prayer of Transformation and New Life
God of love, we confess that our ego can all too often

get in the way of our ability to serve you and others with our lives.
Our false self is driven by our lack of trust in you to provide for our every need.

We rely on our own strength,
but when our true self lets go we can be formed anew by your love.

Forgive us our false ways. Transform us, and raise us to new life. Amen,

* Words of Grace

* Gloria (see insert) Hirst/Effenberger
Glory to you, creating One!

Glory to you, redeeming Son!
Glory to you, O Spirit, come!

Meet us now, make us one! Glory to you, O God!

Special Music The Garden Easterling/Hayes
The Second Christian Choir



WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

A Prayer before the Scripture Reading (J Mary Luti)
Ever-living Spirit, give us humility of mind and hospitality of heart

to receive your gracious Word in ancient stories of your faithfulness.
You have yet more light and truth for us: we long to receive it and understand.

Speak now, for by your grace, your servants are ready.
Speak now, we are ready for you. Amen,

The Scripture Jeremiah 31:31-34, John 12:20-33
The Message “The Seeds of Faith”

WE RESPOND
We Share our Joys and Concerns
The Prayers of the People
The Prayer of Our Savior

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kindom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kindom, and the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen,

Invitation to Offering
Special Music
* Response (#204 in hymnal, v.1 only) HUDSON

But drops of grief can ne’er repay the debt of love I owe:
here, Lord, I give myself away, ‘tis all that I can do!

* Dedication of Gifts
O God who causes our lives to rise,

we lay down before you the abundance you have given us.
We allow it to fall so that you may raise it up and multiply it

to give life to your world. May it be so. Amen,

WE GO OUT
* Closing Hymn #612 O Jesus, I Have Promised ANGEL’S STORY

* A Blessing
Music for Going Out

†Adapted for our use from UCC Worship Ways © 2024. Permission granted. All rights reserved.
Hymns are reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-73573\



Welcome to worship!
You have been greeted by Elaine Hansberry and Don Tirabassi.

Our Ushers are Charlie and Nadine Donnell, and our Liturgist is Tom Baran.

Following worship, please join us downstairs for a time of refreshment and fellowship!

The Week Ahead at Second Christian:

Monday, March 18:
6:00pm Seacoast Gay Men

Tuesday, March 19:
4:00pm As the Page Turns… Note New Time!

This month we will be discussing
Ordinary Grace by William Kent Kruger

Wednesday, March 20:
10:00am AA
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, March 21:
2:00pm Prayer Time - via Zoom
6:30pm Doorkeepers

Friday, March 22:
9:00am Breakfast with Brad at Kasha’s Kitchen

Sunday, March 24:
10:00am Worship for the Sixth Sunday during Lent

Palm/Passion Sunday

Second Christian Church of Kittery - UCC
An Open and Affirming Congregation
33 Government St., Kittery, ME 03904
207-439-3903 church@2ccucc.org

Rev. Brad Hirst, Pastor ● Mike Effenberger, Music Director ● Charles Donnell, Treasurer

Our Mission Statement
Second Christian Congregational

United Church of Christ
is a God-centered, Christ-formed, Spirit-led,

Open and Affirming gathering of God's People.
It is our mission:

To welcome all people into our community of faith,
To learn together the cost and joy of discipleship, and

To go out into the world to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ,



Just as I Am, Without One Plea

Just as I am, without one plea,
but that thy love was giv’n for me,

and that thou bidd'st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, and waiting not
to rid my soul of one dark blot,

to thee, whose love
can cleanse each spot,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, though tossed about
with many a conflict, many a doubt,
fightings and fears within, without,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, thou wilt receive,
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;

because thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

WOODWORTH
WORDS: Charlotte Elliott, 1835

MUSIC: William B. Bradbury, 1849

O Jesus, I Have Promised

O Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end;
be thou forever near me,
my master and my friend.
I shall not fear the battle

if thou art by my side,
nor wander from the pathway

if thou wilt be my guide.

O let me feel thee near me!
The world is ever near;

I see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds I hear;
my foes are ever near me,

around me and within;
but Jesus, draw thou nearer,
and shield my soul from sin.

O let me hear thee speaking
in accents clear and still,

above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will;
O speak to reassure me,

to hasten or control;
O speak, and make me listen,

thou guardian of my soul.

O Jesus, thou hast promised
to all who follow thee

that where thou art in glory
there shall thy servant be;

and Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end;

O give me grace to follow,
my master and my friend.

ANGEL’S STORY
WORDS:John E. Bode, c. 1868
MUSIC: Arthur H. Mann, 1881

Hymns are reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE, License #A-73573



Holy Week at Second Christian

March 24 - Palm/Passion Sunday
10:00am - Worship

March 28 - Maundy Thursday
6:00pm - Potluck Supper

7:00pm - Service of Holy Communion with Office of Tenebrae

March 29 - Good Friday
7:30pm - A Good Friday Musical Meditation

Johnny Cash’s American IV: The Man Comes Around

March 31 - Easter Sunday
10:00am - Easter Worship with special music


